Endogenous endophthalmitis caused by Escherichia coli.
Endophthalmitis is a rare complication of Escherichia coli-induced septicemia. Nine cases of endogenous endophthalmitis caused by E. coli have been reported previously, all except one in patients with diabetes. The most common primary site of infection is the urinary tract. The course of illness is rapidly progressive with a poor visual prognosis. Concurrent systemic morbidity, including body abscesses and endocarditis, is high. We report an additional case of endogenous endophthalmitis from E. coli in a diabetic woman. Enucleation was required despite aggressive topical and systemic treatment. The pertinent literature is reviewed.